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France Island of Corsica Hiking

Join an extraordinary hiking adventure to the Mediterranean island of Corsica — a
hiker's paradise. Discover the cliffs and peaks soaring above white-sand beaches, and
dazzling vistas from atop those very peaks. Take in the red-granite formations of the
Calanches de Piana, lush canyons, chestnut forests, and fabled mountain lakes. Set out
from the port town of Porto to the tiny village of Girolata, follow a high-ridge trail,
and head down to the coast to laze on sandy beaches. Along the way, enjoy authentic
Corsican cuisine and stay in comfortable accommodations.

Arrive: Ajaccio, Corsica/France

Depart: Ajaccio, Corsica/France

Duration: 8 Days

Group Size: 4-16 Guests

Minimum Age: 16 Years Old

Activity Level:

.

Details Testimonials

"Corsica is Europe's best-kept secret. It has it all in one

space: beaches like Greece, hills like Scotland, rocks like

New Zealand. A true gem!"

David S.

Corsica is awesome! Anyone looking for challenging

hikes in rugged mountains, beautiful beaches and streams

to take a dip in, as well as interesting old towns and cities

to discover, will love this trip. Every day we enjoyed

wonderful Mediterranean cuisine, good wines and beers,

etc. after a long, strenuous hike, not to mention the

fabulous lunches we ate along the way! Each day of this

trip took us deeper into the heart of Corsica, and our

knowledgeable guides imparted many interesting facets of

the Corsican culture and history. I highly recommend this

trip!

Kathy W.
1-800-974-0300 info@mtsobek.com



REASON #01

MT Sobek's custom designed
trip takes you to an achievable

section of the GR20 trail
— one of the toughest

hikes in Europe — without
camping or sleeping in huts.

REASON #02

Get the inside scoop on
one of Europe's best hiking

destinations with expert local
French Corsican guides, who
know the island inside out.

REASON #03

Explore Corsica's historic,
cultural and urban life,

breathtaking mountains, and
sandy beaches, while avoiding

the mass of beach tourists!

                ACTIVITIES

Moderate to challenging hikes,
scenic drives, culture tours,

and tastings of local delicacies,
all the while taking in the

island's majestic landscapes.

 LODGING

Waterfront hotels, converted
historic monasteries, and riverside

retreats all feature excellent
service, great views, and the
full spectrum of amenities.

CLIMATE

Corsica is dry, Mediterranean,
and unshaded. In the mountains
it is cool with possible storms.

 “Life is too short to be bored” could be Anne-Charlotte’s

mantra. Her travels have taken her around the world, and she’s

worked several trades, from denturist to lumberjack! But the

one constant has always been her love of nature. As a guide,

Anne-Charlotte began along the rough trails of Corsica before

favoring the rolling hills of Provence. Soft-spoken, attentive,

and with a heart of gold, Anne-Charlotte will ensure your

Provence experience will be a memorable one. And don’t try

to stump her on anything botany-related: it won’t work.

Anne-Charlotte Luneau

 A native from Northern France, Marion has traveled through

many countries in Europe, Northern Africa, and Asia. After

studying international business, she decided to change her way

of life and become a hiking guide. Marion wanted to be out in

nature and realized that we, as humans, are also part of nature.

Naturally she turned her passion into a profession that would

give her the opportunity to fully enjoy and be in touch with

mother nature. Marion is an enthusiastic and attentive guide

who loves meeting people from all walks of life and shares her

passion for hiking, local culture and food. She also practices

yoga and meditation and travels either by foot or by bike.

Marion Lotterie
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                                                                Itinerary

ARRIVE IN AJACCIO, CORSICA

Start the adventure in Ajaccio, the island's capital, and the birthplace of Napoleon. Transfer from the Ajaccio

airport to the hotel, secluded along the untamed coastline. Have a briefing at 6pm, followed by a festive

welcome dinner.

DAY 1

Accommodation: Cala di Sole, Ajaccio

Meals: D

DISCOVER THE CALANCHES DE PIANA

Meet the guides in the morning and transfer to the Calanches de Piana (about 90 minutes by car) for the first

hike. Listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, these blood red pinnacles soar out of the jagged coastline,

creating improbable inlets and shapes. The hiking trail meanders through the red rock, rising high above the

plunging cliffs, with jaw-dropping viewpoints over the sea. Spot your home for the next three nights, the tiny

port village of Porto nestled below the granite cliffs. Enjoy dinner together this evening.

DAY 2

Accommodation: Les Flots Bleus, Le Lavandou Hotel Costa Rossa, Porto Ota

Activity: 3 hours/5 miles hiking with 1,530' elevation gain & loss

Meals: B, L, D

EXPLORE THE VILLAGE OF EVISA & THE SPELUNCA GORGE

Head into the hills and enter the village of Evisa, perched high above the sea, surrounded by vast forests of

chestnut and pine. Follow the deeply encased Spelunca Gorge on a centuries-old mule track, which still has

remnants of its cobbled path and stone walls. Enjoy a riverside picnic and an opportunity to swim. Take in

Genoese bridges, 200-year-old marvels of stone architecture, and end in the equally charming village of Ota

before returning to Porto. Enjoy dinner on your own at one of the restaurants on the port.

DAY 3

Accommodation: Les Flots Bleus, Le Lavandou Hotel Costa Rossa, Porto Ota

Activity: 4 hours/5 miles hiking with 492' elevation gain & 1,968' elevation loss

Meals: B, L

REACH THE SPECTACULAR GIROLATA VILLAGEDAY 4
Just north of Porto follow the Mare e Monti path that links the sea to the mountains. Take in the maquis

vegetation of heather, boxwood, and Corsican pine, and descend to a secluded beach for a dip and a picnic.

Continue along the Sentier du Facteur — "the mailman's path" — the one path a mailman took for 30 years
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to deliver the mail to the village of Girolata. Marvel at the handful of golden-stone homes huddled on a

promontory above the bay. Return to Porto by boat and enjoy dinner together.

Accommodation: Les Flots Bleus, Le Lavandou Hotel Costa Rossa, Porto Ota

Activity: 2 hours/3 miles hiking with 350' elevation gain & 1,150' elevation loss

Meals: B, L, D

HIKE ON THE FAMOUS GR20 TO CORTE

Get an early start and transfer to the Col de Vergio pass (60 minutes by minibus). Tackle the famous GR20

hiking path, the toughest and arguably most spectacular trail in all of Europe. Cover one of its most majestic

sections, along switchbacks up to a grassy crestline with dazzling views to the sea below, and to the fairy-tale

Lac de Nino Lake surrounded by deep-green grassy bogs with the backdrop of serrated summits. Continue by

vehicle through canyon roads to reach the town of Corte, home for the next three nights.

DAY 5

Accommodation: Dominique Colonna, Corte, Corsica

Activity: 5.5-6 hours/12 miles hiking with 2,624' elevation gain & loss

Meals: B, L, D

FOLLOW THE MANGANELLO RIVER TO A SHEPHERD'S HUT

Today, begin the hike in the lost village of Canaglia, along the leisurely Mare a Mare route through the center

of the island, following alongside the Manganello River. Reach a remote shepherd's hut on a clearing with

views of high summits, and savor a picnic lunch featuring local cheeses and charcuterie. Hike back and return

to Corte by minivan. Take the time to meander through the streets of the island's historic capital, before having

dinner together in the center.

DAY 6

Accommodation: Dominique Colonna, Corte, Corsica

Activity: 3 hours/6 miles hiking with 985' elevation gain & loss

Meals: B, L, D

HIKE TO LAC MELO

Wake up before sunrise and take the minibus on a 30-minute ascent up the Restonica Valley. Hike up a rocky

path to one of Corsica's most emblematic glacial lakes, Lac Melo, at 5,576 feet surrounded by imposing

cliffs. Interested in some easy scrambling (with chains and ladders to assist)? Opt to continue up to Lac di

Capitello, some 650-feet higher. Head back down and enjoy a picnic lunch before returning to the hotel for a

free afternoon. Enjoy dinner together in town.

DAY 7

Accommodation: Dominique Colonna, Corte, Corsica
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Activity: 4 hours/5 miles hiking with 1,804' elevation gain & loss

Meals: B, L, D

DEPART FROM AJACCIO

Your trip ends after breakfast with a transfer from the hotel to the airport in Ajaccio.

DAY 8

Meals: B



Jun 19 - 26, 2023

Sep 4 - 11, 2023

May 20 - 27, 2024

Jun 10 - 17, 2024

Sep 9 - 16, 2024

Oct 7 - 14, 2024
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PRICE INCLUDES

Expertise and services of our experienced
adventure guides

All accommodations as noted in the itinerary

All breakfasts, almost all lunches and dinners as
noted in the itinerary

Snacks and water between meals

Additional regional guides and experts on many
trips

Comprehensive Trip Planner with detailed pre-trip
information

Private guided tours at historic sites, museums,
wineries and other select attractions as noted in the
itinerary

Special events and other select attractions as
mentioned in the itinerary

All gratuities at hotels and restaurants

Equipment and experienced guides for activities as
described in the itinerary

Park and other entry fees (unless otherwise noted)

Fares for trains, ferries and other modes of travel
as listed in the itinerary

Select transfers as mentioned in the itinerary

Baggage transfers and porterage

PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE

International airfare, airport taxes, and excess
baggage fees

Alcoholic beverages (MT Sobek provides wine at
select events)

Gratuities for MT Sobek guides and guide-drivers

Travel Protection Program

Personal expenses
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