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Peru Cordillera
Huayhuash Trek

Tackle one of the world's most spectacular mountain circuits in the Cordillera

Huayhuash, a compact yet magnificent range that's richly glaciated, steep, and

dramatic. Six of Peru's highest mountains rise from this striking massif, and it was

here that the gripping memoir and film 'Touching the Void' took place, portraying the

memorable tale of climbers Joe Simpson and Simon Yates, the first mountaineers to

scale Siula Grande. This classic, multi-day trek in the Peruvian Andes is challenging but

rewarding, with unequalled views of its turquoise glacial lakes, jagged, snow-capped

peaks, and stunning hanging glaciers that extend thousands of feet from the peaks. Let

our experienced team of mountain guides support you in this trek of a lifetime through

remote and rugged terrain — a bucket-list adventure for hardcore hikers.

Arrive: Lima, Peru

Depart: Lima, Peru

Duration: 16 Days

Group Size: 5-15 Guests

Minimum Age: 17 Years Old

Activity Level:

.

Details Testimonials

“We have traveled throughout the world, but never
experienced a level of service and attention to detail
as we did with MT Sobek.“

Dennis G.

“I've taken six MT Sobek trips and they have all
exceeded my expectations. The staff, the food, the
logistics and the communications have always
been exceptional. Thank you for being my "go to"
adventure travel company!”

Margaret I.

1-800-974-0300 info@mtsobek.com



REASON #01

MT Sobek first led commercial

treks in the Cordillera Huayhuash

back in 1982. Due to popular

demand we've taken it

out of the vault for 2024.

REASON #02

Test your mettle in one of South

America's most breathtaking

mountain ranges, perfect for

those seeking an ultimate trekking

challenge away from the crowds.

REASON #03

We work with expert local

guiding teams who have over

30 years' experience leading

groups through the Andes.

                ACTIVITIES

Hardcore, high-elevation

hiking that rewards you

with seldom-seen views of

staggering mountain peaks.

 LODGING

Comfortable camps with three-

person tents and sleeping pads,

bookended by stays in the

comfortable Andino Club Hotel.

CLIMATE

The Cordillera Huayhuash

Mountains are cold in the

mornings and evenings, often

below 30ºF. Around noon

temperatures can reach 70ºF.

 Ian is a British-Peruvian guide and an outdoor enthusiast with

many interests, including photography, archaeology, and

trekking in the Andes. His spirit, enthusiasm, and knowledge

make Ian an ideal guide for exploring the enchanting and

ancient wonders of Peru. He will enrich your experience in one

of the world’s most interesting countries! Ian also speaks fluent

English and Spanish.

Ian Lewis

 Manolo is one of Peru’s most skilled adventure travel guides,

with more than 30 years of experience leading treks and

whitewater rafting trips. A resident of Cusco, Manolo is well

versed in the rich history of the Andes and the classic trekking

routes that trace the footsteps of the Inca trade paths. His

knowledge of the region, people, and traditions immensely

enrich the travel experience. He is fluent in English as well as

Spanish, and conversant in Quechua—the historic language

of the Incas—and he has a gift for instilling confidence in every

trekker.

Manolo Lazo

1-800-974-0300 info@mtsobek.com
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                                                                Itinerary
ARRIVE IN LIMA & TRANSFER TO HUARAZ

Arrive at Lima airport early (we recommend arriving in Lima the day before) and meet an MT Sobek

representative who will assist you with your 7-8 hour land transfer to Huaraz, departing Lima airport around

6:30am. Later this evening in Huaraz, meet up with your group for a welcome dinner.

DAY 1

Accommodation: Andino Club Hotel, Huaraz

Meals: L, D

HIKE TO ARARCOCHA & HUILCACOCHA LAKES

Take in the breathtaking scenery of the Cordillera Blanca as you travel into the mountains by bus, then hike to

two pristine Andean glacial lakes. This is a great acclimatization hike to help you adjust to the thinner air and

prepare you for more challenging future hikes. From Rumichuco Bridge, begin a gradually ascending hike

toward Ararcocha (12,116') and Huilcacocha (12,221') Lakes, boasting some of the best panorama views of the

Cordillera Blanca range, including the highest peak in the Cordillera Blanca — Mount Huascarán, whose glacier-

topped pinnacle sits at 22,204 feet! After a hearty lakeside lunch, meet your bus for the drive back to Huaraz.

DAY 2

Accommodation: Andino Club Hotel, Huaraz

Activity: 4 hours/3.5 miles hiking with 680' elevation gain & 623' elevation loss

Meals: B, L

DISCOVER THE ANCIENT CENTER OF CHAVIN DE HUANTAR

Continue to acclimate to the elevation with one final day trip from Huaraz, before the trek begins in earnest. On

a guided tour, discover the monumental site of Chavín de Huantar, one of the oldest archaeological sites you can

visit in Peru - first inhabited as early as 1500 BC! Nestled at 10,500 feet, between the eastern and western ranges

of the Andes, this complex of temples, terraces, and underground mazes belonged to the Chavin culture, who

pre-dated the Inca by over 2,000 years. Declared a UNESCO World Heritage site in 1985, Chavin was a gathering

place for worshipers from around the region. Admire the pyramidal temple and buildings of the ceremonial

center, with outstanding examples of zoomorphic stone carvings, step inside recently uncovered passages of

underground tunnels, and visit the small on-site museum that houses artifacts found at the site including carved

stone figurines and musical instruments.

DAY 3

Accommodation: Andino Club Hotel, Huaraz

Activity: 3-hour guided visit to archaeological site

Meals: B, L, D
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JOURNEY TO CHIQUIAN & THE CORDILLERA HUAYHUASH

Starting out in the early morning, enjoy a 2-hour transfer south along a paved road to the town of Chiquian. Stop

at a vista point to admire views of the Cordillera Huayhuash including Yerupaja, the second highest peak in Peru.

The last section of the drive is on a dirt road towards the village of Llamac, gateway to the Cordillera Huayhuash.

Past the village of Pocpa and the Pallca mine, arrive at the entrance of the Rondoy Valley at 13,287 feet. Here, the

scenery opens up into rolling grasslands, dominated by the snow- capped peaks of the Cordillera Huayhuash.

Set up camp in Cuartelhuain at 13,681 feet.

DAY 4

Accommodation: MT Sobek Camp

Meals: B, L, D

HIKE OVER CACANANPUNTA PASS TO LAKE MITUCOCHA

Begin your trek in earnest, ascending up and over the Cacananpunta Pass (15,256') at the northern end of the

range, keeping an eye out for Andean condors soaring overhead. This is the Continental Divide, and from this

point on, rain that falls on the western slopes flows to the Atlantic and rain that falls on the eastern slopes flows to

the Amazon. From here, descend through a multicolored landscape to the beautiful, flat, and grassy campsite at

Janca (13,877'), not far from Lake Mitucocha. Marvel at the turquoise waters reflecting the Ninashanca, Rondoy

and Jirishanca peaks. This is a short walking day to aid acclimatization, but if you're still feeling energetic, you can

take the short walk to Lake Mitucocha in the afternoon.

DAY 5

Accommodation: MT Sobek Camp

Activity: 5-6 hours/5 miles hiking with 1,995' elevation gain & 1,903' elevation loss

Meals: B, L, D

HIKE OVER CARHUAC PASS TO LAKE CARHUACOCHA

Today's pass, the Carhuac (15,174') takes a bit longer but is not too steep, with splendid views of Yerupaja

(21,765'), the highest mountain in the Huayhuash. Descending to the rim of a hanging valley, look down on

the crystalline blue-green waters of Lake Carhuacocha. Tonight's campsite below the lake (13,622') offers an

incredible vista of peaks and hanging glaciers, proving you don't need 26,000-foot peaks to have the most

inspiring mountain scenery.

DAY 6

Accommodation: MT Sobek Camp

Activity: 5-6 hours/6 miles hiking with 1,270' elevation gain & 3,064' elevation loss

Meals: B, L, D
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HIKE OVER SIULA PASS TO HUAYHUASH CAMP

Wake up before dawn if you'd like to catch the sunrise over the lake. The sun's first rays catching the peak

of Yerupaja certainly make the effort more than worthwhile. After breakfast, set out on a long but gradual

climb up a verdant valley, surrounded by the snowcapped peaks of Yerupaja, Yerupaja Chico, Siula Grande,

Jirishanca, Santa Rosa, and Carnicero. Also pass a series of pristine and crystal clear lakes - Gangrajanca, Siula

and Quesillacocha. Then, climb steeply to the top of the rocky Siula Pass (15,781'), before descending to

Huayhuash Campsite (14,238'), where you'll sleep nestled at the foot of Mount Trapecio and the three peaks of

Jurua.

DAY 7

Accommodation: MT Sobek Camp

Activity: 8-9 hours/8.6 miles hiking with 3,032' elevation gain & 2,047' elevation loss

Meals: B, L, D

HIKE TO THE VICONGA THERMAL BATH

Start your day with a gradual, three-hour climb towards the Portachuelo de Huayhuash pass (15,589'). From this

beautiful vantage point, descend along the valley, passing grazing llama and sheep. After a walk beside the large

Viconga Lake, take a short climb up to reach Viconga Thermal Baths (14,435'), a natural hotsprings, and your

camp for the night.

DAY 8

Accommodation: MT Sobek Camp

Activity: 6-7 hours/7.2 miles hiking with 1,759' elevation gain & 1,634' elevation loss

Meals: B, L, D

CLIMB TO CUYOC PASS

Tackle a long, challenging day ascending to Cuyoc Pass (16,404'). Stop to take in the marvelous views of the

surrounding high mountains before descending down over a rocky section. Finally, hike along the valley to camp

at Pampa Cuyoc (14,763').

DAY 9

Accommodation: MT Sobek Camp

Activity: 6-7 hours/5.5 miles hiking with 2,342' elevation gain & 1,693' elevation loss

Meals: B, L, D
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HIKE OVER SANTA ROSA PASS TO THE CALINCA VALLEY

Start the day's trek with a very steep ascent to Santa Rosa Pass, the highest pass on the trek (16,591'). Take in

incredibly panoramic views of snowcapped peaks, then start the descent into the Calinca Valley. Set up camp for

the next two nights at Cutatambo Camp (13,943'), not far from the base camp of author Joe Simpson before his

climb of Siula Grande that resulted in the 1988 book, 'Touching the Void.'

DAY 10

Accommodation: MT Sobek Camp

Activity: 5-6 hours/4.2 miles hiking with 2,067' elevation gain & 2,743' elevation loss

Meals: B, L, D

ENJOY A REST DAY AT CAMP

Take a break from hiking and enjoy the dramatic setting of icy glaciers and crystalline lakes. There are some fine

walks nearby, and you can choose to explore the area more if you wish - take a short walk to the base camp of Joe

Simpson, or climb the Cerro Gran Vista, a panoramic lookout over the peaks of the Cordillera Huayhuash.

DAY 11

Accommodation: MT Sobek Camp

Activity: 5 hours/5.3 miles optional Cerro Gran Vista hike with 2,064' elevation gain & loss

Meals: B, L, D

CLIMB TO THE HIGH MEADOW OF HUATIAC

Retrace your steps down the Sarapococha Valley and drop to warmer climes, continuing to the cultivated lands

belonging to the remote village of Huayllapa (11,735'), with beautiful views of alpine waterfalls. In the afternoon,

climb steeply again to spend the night at Huatiac, a high grazing meadow at 14,173 feet, under the shadow of

Diablo Mudo, the 'Mute Devil'. This is probably the hardest day, but tomorrow will be shorter and easier.

DAY 12

Accommodation: MT Sobek Camp

Activity: 8-9 hours/10.2 miles hiking with 3,031' elevation gain & 2,831' elevation loss

Meals: B, L, D

CROSS PUNTA TAPUSH PASS

Enjoy an easy day crossing the Punta Tapush Pass (15,650'), then descend approximately one hour to camp

at Gashpapampa (14,829'). From the campsite, take in a glorious sunset behind Mount Diablo Mudo, weather

permitting.

DAY 13

Accommodation: MT Sobek Camp
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Activity: 4 hours/4 miles hiking with 1,775' elevation gain & 784' elevation loss

Meals: B, L, D

HIKE OVER YAUCHA PASS TO LAGUNA JAHUACOCHA

Trek down to Angoshcancha Valley, with its forest of quenual (paper bark) trees, then ascend to steep and

scree-covered Yaucha Pass (15,912'). On a clear day, you'll get magnificent views of the highest peaks of the

Huayhuash range and long-distance panoramas to the peaks of the Cordillera Blanca. This is also another good

spot for sighting Andean condors. After a long descent, reach the indescribably beautiful Laguna Jahuacocha,

which lies beneath the glacier-covered west faces of Jerupaja, Jirishanca, Rasac, Rondoy, and El Toro and is

widely held to be the scenic gem of the whole range. Overnight at 13,287 feet.

DAY 14

Accommodation: MT Sobek Camp

Activity: 6 hours/6.2 miles hiking with 1,525' elevation gain & 3,517' elevation loss

Meals: B, L, D

CLIMB MANCANPUNTA PASS, DESCEND TO POCPA & RETURN TO HUARAZ

After breakfast, depart early to return to Huaraz. Ascend a steady but gradual climb up to our ninth and last pass:

Mancanpunta Pass (14,928') and take a brief rest, taking in the surrounding Andean ranges. Then, descend a

steep, gravelly trail to Pocpa (11,647') to meet your private transportation to transfer back to Huaraz.

DAY 15

Accommodation: Andino Club Hotel, Huaraz

Activity: 5-6 hours/5.8 miles hiking with 1,801' elevation gain & 3,622' elevation loss

Meals: B, L, D

TRANSFER TO LIMA & DEPART

Early morning you will be transferred 7-8 hours by land to Lima, arriving in time for international flights departing

Lima at 6pm or later. Alternatively, extend your adventure with a trip to the Peruvian Amazon, Nazca Lines, or

Machu Picchu!

DAY 16

Meals: B, L



Jun 15 - 30, 2024

Aug 3 - 18, 2024
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PRICE INCLUDES

Equipment and experienced guides for activities as
described in the itinerary

Park and other entry fees (unless otherwise noted)

Fares for trains, ferries and other modes of travel as
listed in the itinerary

Select transfers as mentioned in the itinerary

Baggage transfers and porterage

Expertise and services of our experienced
adventure guides

All accommodations as noted in the itinerary

All breakfasts, almost all lunches and dinners as
noted in the itinerary

Snacks and water between meals

Additional regional guides and experts on many
trips

Comprehensive Trip Planner with detailed pre-trip
information

Private guided tours at historic sites, museums,
wineries and other select attractions as noted in the
itinerary

Special events and other select attractions as
mentioned in the itinerary

All gratuities for hotels, restaurants, and drivers

PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE

International airfare, airport taxes, and excess
baggage

Alcoholic beverages (MT Sobek provides wine at
select events)

Gratuities for MT Sobek guides and camp staff

Travel Protection Program

Personal expenses
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